      How we know the Bible is the word of God

                      Part 1- Introduction 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness (II Timothy 3:16).
Of all the millions of books ever sold, the Bible remains history’s best seller. Over the years it has been burned, banned and made illegal to own in some cultures and yet it survived it all; because it is God’s word.

Men have hated the bible and have tried to destroy it. Voltaire the great infidel once said, “With my single hand I will destroy the edifice it took the 12 apostles to rear”. But did you know that in the home where he made that statement the Geneva bible society for years printed and distributed bibles, right from Voltaire’s home. They said at times the Bibles would be stacked from floor to ceiling. “The grass wither and the flower falleth away but the word of the Lord endureth forever” (1 Peter 1: 24&25). The Bible is God’s inspired word and it declares, “Heaven and earth shall pass away...” and Jesus said, “Not one jot or one title shall fail from the law until all is fulfilled.

The skeptic tries to explain the Bible away or to trim away the truth until it is in harmony with his way of thinking. The atheist also thinks he has the answers so he says that nothing plus nothing equals everything. The cults say they believe the Bible but add their own manmade doctrines. These are the enemies of the Bible but they cannot keep the truth of the Bible from marching on. Actually the real enemy of the Bible is sitting in church on Sunday morning: they say that they believe the Bible but never read it or study it and still worse never live by it.

The Bible is a book that tells us about God, our creator, and how he created everything including human life. It tells us about sin and its consequences and how Jesus our Lord paid the penalty of sin so we could be forgiven and have life eternal. It is a book that answers our questions about the beginning and about the history of the human race. In short it is a book that tells us how to live and how to die.

The Bible is actually a book of sixty six books, thirty nine in the old and twenty nine in the New; if these were all written on average paper and bound in ordinary bindings, they would fill a library. The bible was written over a period of fifteen hundred years, by over forty different writers, from various walks of life, yet it fits together as if it were written by just one person. No other book in existence can claim the features of the Bible; it is unique in every sense of the word. No other book has accurately foretold the future. No other book offers a savior who is God himself.

The Bible is an unchanging truth but men have tried over the years to find something so they could prove the Bible untrue so they have accused the Bible of being inaccurate concerning history, or science. It has looked bad for the Bible on occasions until the truth came out to prove its accusers wrong.

We accept the Bible by faith because we were not there when God created all things nor were we there when Jesus walked on this earth. We were not there when men of old penned the word of God by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. But our faith is not a blind faith because we have evidence coming from other sources of extant history that validates the Scripture. There is more evidence, for example, from extant history that Jesus lived and walked on this earth than for Napoleon who lived later. Even more than that, we have seen the power of God’s word. Read the Bible and study it and let it prove its value.
You can never know to power of God’s word in your life until you read and study it. It takes a plan and some consistency to make the Bible come alive in your own life. Everyone is different so no one plan is suitable for everyone. Decide what works best for you and then stick with it. It takes about 21 days to form a habit and after that it is almost an automatic thing to do. 

For me I like to ready the Bible the first thing in the morning and the last thing in the evening. By reading a chapter or two each time I can read the whole Bible in one year which I have done for the past several years. The Bible is unlike any other book that you can read through once and that is it. The Bible will speak to you in new ways each time you read it through and you continue to learn new truths.

Some say that the Bible is hard to understand and it is in parts but as a whole it is understandable. I would recommend to any one really serious about learning the Bible that they read a survey of the Old and New Testaments to get an understanding of the structure and the purpose and to whom it was written and why.  For example, Genesis means beginnings and that is what Genesis is about, the beginning of the earth and the human race and then the beginning of God’s chosen people, the Jews, and their plight into Egypt. Exodus means exit and thus we have the record of God’s people as they make their exit from Egypt etc.
You might be wondering what does this have to do with me? In one sentence, history is our best teacher; therefore we can learn a lot about God as we see him dealing with his people the Jews. We learn how God works in the lives of people and what God expects from those who serve him.
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